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I	am	a	Professor	of	Spanish	and	currently	coordinator	of	Women’s	and	Gender	
Studies.	I	have	been	at	UAF	since	1995,	and	teach	Spanish	language,	literature,	and	
culture,	as	well	as	an	occasional	course	in	Women’s	Studies	or	World	Literature.	I	
have	taught	Spanish	101	and	102	and	FL	200x,	which	are	all	core	courses,	and	as	
chair	of	Foreign	Languages	for	six	years,	I	oversaw	many	core	courses	and	their	
assessment.		
	
I	was	approached	about	serving	as	chair	of	this	committee,	and	decided	to	make	
room	in	my	schedule	to	do	it	because	I	think	that	revisioning	the	core	and	
establishing	new	general	education	requirements	is	one	of	the	most	important	tasks	
facing	us	at	UAF.	In	my	opinion,	general	education	and	training	for	a	profession	are	
too	often	presented	as	different	(and	competing)	goals	and	philosophies.	In	fact,	
fostering	a	broad	base	of	knowledge,	global	and	community	awareness,	critical	
thinking	a


