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Abstract:  

Separated by the two national borders and the international dateline, the Native communities 
living in the Bering Strait area  of Alaska and Chukotka in th e Russian Far East share common 
histories, physical environments, and subsistenc e diet, that includes la nd and sea mammal meat, 
fish, birds, berries, and greens.  An exception to  the common array of su bsistence foods are the 
wild mushrooms: in Chukotka mushrooms are admire d as delicious edibles, while in Alaska they 
are regarded as disgusting and poisonous by some, and simply avoided by others.   

In an attempt to gain a better understanding of the reasons and meanings surrounding such 
opposing attitudes to a resource present on the both  parts of the Bering Strait, I have conducted 
ethnographic field research in Nome and Kot zebue areas of Alaska (summer 2001) and the 
Chukotsky and Providensky regions  of Chukotka (summer 2001;  February-May 2004, August-
September 2004).  In the course of this investig ation, I have discovered that until recently, wild 
mushrooms were equally shunned by the Native peoples living on both Russian and Alaskan 
sides of the Bering Strait.  In Chukotka, mush rooms have become a significant part of 
subsistence diet during the last forty years due to the influence of Russians and other Russified 
newcomers, many of whom were admirers and connoisseurs of wild mush rooms. While working 
in the Chukotkan communities of Enmelen, N unligran, Sireniki, Provideniya, Novoe Chaplino, 
Lavrentiya, and Uelen, I have collected ex tensive interview data on the subject of 
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